
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 

The students in the Kindergarten class taught by 
Mrs. Carol Sangiovanni at Mary Kay McMillin 
Early Childhood Center recently took on coding 
challenges and learned to write programs using 
Wonder Workshop’s Blockly and Driving School 
apps with the Dash robot.   
 
Blockly is a visual drag-and-drop programming 
tool that helps the children understand concepts 
such as algorithms, command sequences, 
conditionals and loops, while also setting the 
sensors that 
allows Dash the 
robot to interact 
with the world.  
 

The children learned about many simple commands from 
the menu and were provided opportunities to explore each.  
The Kindergartners were able to move Dash forward and 
backward, turn left and right, look left and right, and up 
and down.  As the children became increasingly adept at 
programming Dash, they were able to move the robot 
greater distances while increasing movements.   Once students explored and navigated each 
command, they independently completed “Driving School” with Dash and were awarded a 
certificate of completion! 
****************************************************************************** 

Led by Ms. Sadie Pepitone, Teacher of Music, Grade 1 students at the Mary Kay McMillin 
Early Childhood Center recently performed at their Annual Winter Concert, the theme of 
which was Let There Be Peace on Earth.  The children captivated the audience with a 
number of songs by Raffi and Red Grammar and brought some audience members to the 
verge of tears with their beautiful rendition of We All Need Peace by Karl Hitzemann. 
 
Prior to joining the faculty of the Early Childhood Center at the start of this school year, 
Ms. Pepitone studied Music Education with a concentration in Classical Voice at Kean 
University.  She has also taught piano, voice, and guitar lessons for the past eight years, 
and Sadie currently performs throughout the tri-state area in community theatre 
productions and original musicals when she is not writing her own music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 
February may be a short month, but Grade 4 students at Thomas P. Hughes School have 
certainly been squeezing in as much activity as they can!   

 
Although kindness undoubtedly overflowed at 
Valentine’s Day parties in each class on February 
14th, the whole month has been filled with nothing but 
love thanks to our Great Kindness Challenge.  
Students in Fourth Grade buddied up with Third 
Grade classes to complete some kindness activities and 
make new friends.  Activities ranged from discussing 
kindness videos, to making linking hands, and creating 
colorful posters (pictured, left) for the front office to 
welcome visitors when they arrive.   
 
Academically, Grade 4 students have been full of 
energy...literally!  Classes have been building parallel 
and series circuits, rolling balls down ramps to model 
potential and kinetic energy, and discovering evidence 
of energy transfer.  In Reading, Writing, and Social 
Studies, Fourth Graders are completing cross-
curricular state research projects that will culminate 

in both a research report and a Google Slides presentation that parents will be invited to 
watch.  It’s been a busy but great month! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 
Grade 3 students at Mountain Park School 
recently learned that laws begin as 
ideas…and these ideas may come from a 
representative or from a citizen like them! 
 
The MPS students viewed “How a Bill 
Becomes a Law” by Schoolhouse Rock.  
Students researched everyday laws that they 
obey in their community. Each student was 
given the opportunity to devise their own 
bill based on their unique ideas. Their bills 
became laws in our classrooms and they 
were awarded certificates for their initiative 
and hard work! 
 

A special thanks to the Berkeley 
Heights Education Foundation for 
supplying How to Build Your Own 
Country by Valerie Wyatt, and “What 
Do You Say, What Do You Do in the 
Community?” a hands-on learning 
activity that provides students with 
real-life role play scenarios. 
 
Through the use of activities such as 
these, students have been engaged in 
various learning opportunities to bring 
Social Studies to life while making 

them more involved and reflective citizens. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
As part of Mountain Park School’s Great 
Kindness Challenge initiative, "kindness 
stations" were established during recess by 
Ms. Heather Goldstein, School Counselor. 
 
Students had the opportunity to make 
bookmarks for First Graders, write thank 
you notes to staff members, or brainstorm 
kind phrases of encouragement. 
 
Mountain Park School students have truly 
accepted the Great Kindness Challenge and 
are doing an outstanding job!  
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 
Students at William Woodruff School celebrated kindness all month long through an array 
of activities.   

Each week, the students had an opportunity 
to complete a daily Act of Kindness.  When 
the students completed five Acts of 
Kindness, they earned a “heart” to be 
displayed on the Be Your VERY Best Self 
Tree in the front foyer.  The students also 
demonstrated Acts of Kindness by designing 
over 200 Valentine cards for children in 
hospitals, patients at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital at Lyons, and the 
residents of the Autumn Lake Nursing 
Home.   

****************************************************************************** 

Mindfulness continues to spread throughout William Woodruff School as part of health 
classes, special assemblies, and counseling lessons.   This month, the Woodruff teachers 
received some training in Mindfulness and were challenged to teach the newly-learned 
approaches to their students.  The students have embraced these techniques as a way of 
settling, focusing, and being ready to learn.   

****************************************************************************** 

Reading is the theme for the month at Woodruff School and the students have had several 
experiences to get them excited about reading.  The PTO sponsored a week long Book Fair, 
where the students selected their favorite reads in anticipation of the Read-a-Thon.  The 
Read-a-Thon is a two-week reading event where the students read to raise funds for the 
school.  The students were delighted by the special visit by author Kate McMullan, who 
wrote the Dragon Slayer Academy series and Myth-O-Mania.  February’s reading fun 
concluded as March’s Read Across America Month began.  Many events are planned for 
March, including school-wide read-ins and guest readers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

Walking to school with your friends and 
even parents has become the norm for many 
students at William Woodruff School.  

This past month, the students shared their 
hearts and honored Mrs. Arlene Lowe, the 
crossing guard, with Valentines to thank her 
for keeping all of the walkers safe.  Not only 
did many of the students walk to school on 
Valentine’s Day, but as they arrived they 
were greeted by the Woodruff mascot, 
“Woody.”  The students enjoyed the high 
fives and a photo op with Woody before 
entering the school to sign the Walk-to-

School board.  Cameron SanAntonio (left) and Eva Legiec (right) are pictured here with 
“Woody The Owl.” 

****************************************************************************** 

William Woodruff students showed they cared for others in another way during the past 
month as the Student Council organized a food drive to help families in the local area. 
 
The WWS students decorated lunch bags and 
filled them with sandwiches, drinks, fruit, and 
treats to be distributed through the BRIDGES 
program.  Each grade level on Fridays submitted 
their colorful bags that brought smiles and food 
to those in need.  Over 200 lunches were collected 
for this program.   Pictured here with some of 
lunches are Grade 5 students (left to right) Gavin 
Schiller, Joseph Mellusi, Aaratrika Banerjee, and 
Katelyn McConekey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
Mr. John Hearn (pictured, 
standing), Berkeley Heights 
Class III Police Officer 
assigned to Columbia Middle 
School, recently served as a 
guest speaker for Grade 8 
students in the Social Studies 
classes taught by Mr. Jeremy 
Marx and Mrs. Maria 
Koulouroudis.  
 
Students posed many 
questions to Mr. Hearn, 
including numerous inquiries 
pertaining to the Fourth 
Amendment.  The CMS 

Eighth Graders asked how the Fourth Amendment protects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, and its impact on modern devices like cell phones and other forms of 
communication such as social media.  As a former police chief, Mr. Hearn was able to 
share some personal experiences as well as how certain court decisions impact personal 
rights in public versus a student’s rights in school. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Columbia Middle School student Shreyas Agnihotri had his debut performance at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City during February, where he participated in a Winners' 
Recital in the Crescendo 
International Music Competition.  
The Grade 8 student played a 
Beethoven Sonata in G on the piano 
during this event. 
 
Shreyas is also working on his Eagle 
Scout award, which includes him 
building a “Mindfulness Garden” in 
the middle school courtyard.  The 
Columbia Middle School community 
congratulates Shreyas and thanks 
him for his continued contributions 
to CMS. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
The Governor Livingston High School Robotics Team recently competed against 16 other 
high school teams in the Central West League Championship at Kean University in Union.  

 
Going into this event, the GL 
Highlanders (Team 10785) was ranked 
ninth in the league standings.  By the 
end of five matches, the GLHS team 
advanced up the ranks to seventh 
place and ended the day as the Finalist 
Alliance Captain.  Pictured here at the 
conclusion of their successful 
competition performance are GL 
Robotics team members (left to right): 
Caitlin Dougherty, Daniel Blischok, 
Kyle Engemann, Jakub Chojnowski, 
and David Mirsky. 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
Governor Livingston High School was proud to recently host a performance of the musical, 
Anytown.  This new production about opioid abuse and its impact on teens and families was 
developed in partnership with the Horizon 
Foundation for New Jersey and RWJBarnabas 
Health in response to the devastating impact 
prescription opioid misuse, heroin, and fentanyl 
have had on communities throughout New 
Jersey.  
 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Berkeley 
Heights Education Foundation, Anytown was 
performed five times at Governor Livingston, 
once for students in each grade level and one 
evening performance for parents, families and 
residents of the community.   
 
After each performance, the actors from the 
Anytown cast spoke with students about the 
content of the play and the dangers of substance abuse.  They also fielded questions from 
members of the audience. 
 
Look for an article written by Governor Livingston students in The Highlander Online for 
more information about this play and the impact that its presentation had on the GL school 
population. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
Mrs. Michele Gardner, Director of Special Services, and Mr. Kevin Morra, Supervisor of 
Special Education, recently provided an informational program to parents of Berkeley 
Heights and Mountainside students with IEPs regarding the transition from Eighth Grade 
to Ninth Grade.  A summary of this parent presentation can be found on the Special Services 
website under the “SEPAC Meeting Minutes” tab.  
 

Mr. Bruno Somma, Teacher of Health 
and Physical Education at Governor 
Livingston High School, recently 
joined the students of Mr. Chris 
Loeffler to prepare and enjoy some 
pizza! Mr. Somma is pictured here 
sharing his culinary knowledge with 
GL students Daniel Marinko (left) and 
Brooke Liu (right).  Everyone had a 
wonderful time and learned some great pizza-making techniques!  
 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be 
found on the Special Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org 

and selecting Special Services under the “Services” tab. 
 
 


